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Necessary legal stuff

	Introduction
	This is the necessary legal stuff.  Read it.  We’ve kept it short and somewhat humorous.


	License
	Because life is short and we don’t want to waste it reading all the legalese, this is the plain reading version of the license.

Distribution

Feel free to share $tock Trader with other Palm OS users, along with this license agreement.  If you don’t share the license agreement, there is a possibility that two bears may come out and maul you (read 2 Kings 2:23-24).

If you do share this product with another user, it becomes Shareware and has the following evaluation period.

Evaluation Period

The beamed to users may use $tock Trader for evaluation purposes for 30 days.  After 30 days you are responsible before God and man to register it at www.handango.com or purchase another copy of the suite at retail if you intend continued usage.  If you don’t, this paragraph will serve as an Italian mother nagging you and making you feel guilty that you are using this incredible software without allowing the developer(s) to clothe and shelter their children.

Copyright

$tock Trader is copyrighted software.  All copyright laws and the United States constitution protect it.  If you rip it off, or help anyone to rip it off, your conscience will nag you for the rest of your days (again, see the Unofficial Guide To Guilt Trips For Italian Mothers for further reference) and there is a pretty good chance that if we find out legal action will be taken.


	Registration
	You can register $tock Trader at www.handango.com.

$tock Trader is the intellectual property of GlobalSync Enterprises, http://www.globalsync.net

When you register $tock Trader you will feel the gratification of taking the road less traveled (read The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost for further reference) and know the elation of feeling God’s pleasure (read Isaiah 43:1-7 for further reference).


Continued on next page

Necessary legal stuff, Continued

	Disclaimer
	GlobalSync Enterprises cannot take any responsibilities for damage (e.g. loss of data, loss of profits) resulting from the use of $tock Trader.  $tock Trader is thoroughly tested (one might even say painfully tested) but errors still might occur. Therefore, use of $tock Trader is at your own risk. 

$tock Trader is provided "AS IS" without warranty of any kind – but we are fanatically dedicated to providing world-class e-mail support. 


Introduction

	Background
	$tock Trader was developed as a labor of love by the founder and CIO of GlobalSync Enterprises.  Why?  Because he loved the visceral thrill of the market.  Tracking movement, making trades.  

Unfortunately, when one doesn’t have time to do all the research associated with playing the market on an active basis (especially options) there is always a good chance you’re going to loose money.  Sure enough, after making a pretty good chunk of change (like enough to send his children to a private school for a year) he then felt bullet proof, bought some options that were pretty short term (without doing the research) and lost what he made as fast as he made it.

Lesson learned, he then turned to his technology habit to help feed his need.  Alas, the Palm OS platform had not a serious stock market game in sight so out came the manuals and the coding began.

Three platforms later, Stock Trader beta arrived to much acclaim and in excess of ten thousand downloads.  Since then, efforts have gone into making the beta a full product that is considerably less buggy and offered more features and levels of game play.  Thus, the latest version of $tock Trader.


	Next steps
	Apply all your skills to $tock Trader live the thrill of the market!


Screen Layout

	Introduction
	This section describes the general screen layout for the major screens.


	Screen example
	The graphic below is an example of the Big Board screen.
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	Data menu layout description
	The table below contains a description of each section of the screen.


	Section
	Description

	Menus
	You can get to the menus from any $tock Trader screen.  The menus will allow you to

· navigate to another screen

· get help on game play, and/or

· register $tock Trader

	Screens
	All buttons in the top of the screen take the user to other game play screens.


Continued on next page

Screen Layout, Continued

	Data menu layout description (continued)


	Section
	Description

	Days Played
	Days played is the indicator for how many days have been completed.  You start the game in day 0.  After you tap the “T” button the trading day starts, processes and increments the number of days played.

	Current Balance
	Current balance is a reflection only of the amount of money you have in the bank.  This is the amount you are allowed to purchase stocks and options with.


Big Board

	Big Board Screen
	The Big Board is where you 

	
	· see all the movement

· track quantity of stock owned

· view the game day

· check your bank balance, and

· track if any options are owned.
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	Columns
	Description

	Sym
	Sym is the symbol of the stock.  There are 9 stocks available on the board, split between “blue chip” stocks and technology stocks.  

CSCO:  Cisco

G:  Gillette

IBM:  IBM

INTC: Intel

JPM: JP Morgan

MSFT: Big Brother Bill

PALM:  Palm, Inc (not Palm Source).

RBAK:  Redback Systems

WMT: Wal-Mart

	Price
	The price of the stock.  It moves every day.

	Move
	The amount of the stock movement.  It can move up and down.  Some days stock can make a large swing either way.

	Qty
	The amount of stock you own.

	DTS
	Days to Split.  This is to assist you with when to purchase or sell – just depends on your strategy.

	---
	The very last character position to the right on screen can also display a $.  This indicates that you own options for that stock.


Trading Day

	Trading Day Screen
	The Trading Day screen doesn’t allow you to do much, but you’ll see it 89 times each game.  

	
	The screen only displays three items, but there is all the processing, market emulation and more that goes on in the background while this screen is displayed.  

Just so you know, we’re working to make this faster for you too. (
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	Items
	Description

	Top line
	A notification that the stock files and history files are being updated with all the market information generated by the $tockTrader engine.

	Graphic
	Switches randomly between a stack of money or bar chart.  We’d add more graphics but if we did it would take more room in memory ;)

	Bottom line
	Notification of the close of the trading day.


Buy

	Buy Screen
	The Buy screen is where you get to purchase stock.  This is different from the Option Buy screen  - it works differently too.  The Buy screen allows you to

	
	· select a symbol of the stock to purchase

· specify an amount

· calculate the amount being spent, and

· purchase the stock.
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	Columns/Fields/Buttons
	Description

	Sym
	Symbols of the stock.

	Price
	Current price of the stock.

	Move
	Movement of the stock.

	( or (
	Tap to scroll through all the stocks. 

	(Symbol
	Tap to select the stock you whish to purchase.

	……
	Enter the amount of stock to purchase

	(C) 
	Tap to calculate the amount of the purchase before you try to buy.

	Buy it!
	Once you tap the Buy it! button, you’ll be asked to confirm your purchase.  

After the confirmation the application will purchase your stock and change your available cash balance.

Note:  No, you can’t buy more than you have the money for – nice try though.  That’s called margin buying and it isn’t available just yet.


Sell

	Sell Screen
	The Sell screen is where you get to sell your stock.  This is different from the Option sell screen  - it works differently too.  The Sell screen allows you to

	
	· select a symbol of the stock to sell

· specify an amount

· calculate the amount being grossed, and

· sell the stock.
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	Columns/Fields/Buttons
	Description

	Sym
	Symbols of the stock.

	Price
	Current price of the stock.

	Move
	Movement of the stock.

	Qty
	The amount of stock you own.

	( or (
	Tap to scroll through all the stocks. 

Note:  You’ll only see the stocks you currently own listed.

	(Symbol
	Tap to select the stock you whish to sell.

	……
	Enter the amount of stock to purchase

	(C) 
	Tap to calculate the amount of the sale before you sell.

	Sell it!
	Once you tap the Sell it! button, you’ll be asked to confirm your sale.  

After the confirmation the application will sell your stock and change your available cash balance.


Option Buy

	Option Buy Screen
	The Option Buy screen is where you get to purchase options.

As explained in the help of the game, options (whether calls or puts) can be out of, at or in the money.  Each type of option moves at a different delta when the stock value moves up and down.

In the game, instead of tracking all the months and associated symbols (just yet – we’re hoping to do it in the future) we limited to six options, 3 calls and 3 puts.

The Option Buy screen allows you to

	
	· select a symbol of the option to purchase

· specify an amount

· calculate the amount being spent, and

· purchase the options.
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	Columns/Fields/Buttons
	Description

	Sym
	Symbols of the stock.

	Price
	Current price of the option.

	OAI
	Out/At/In.  These are the types of options you can purchase.

	Qty
	The amount of the option you own.

	(Symbol
	Tap to select the symbol for the options you wish to purchase

	……
	Enter the amount of option to purchase.  According to the market, you must purchase options in lots of 100.

	(C) 
	Tap to calculate the amount of the purchase before you try to buy.

	Buy it!
	Once you tap the Buy it! button, you’ll be asked to confirm your purchase.  

After the confirmation the application will purchase your options and change your available cash balance.


Option Sell

	Option Sell Screen
	The Option Sell screen is where you get to sell your owned options.

As explained in the help of the game, options (whether calls or puts) can be out of, at or in the money.  Each type of option moves at a different delta when the stock value moves up and down.

In the game, instead of tracking all the months and associated symbols (just yet – we’re hoping to do it in the future) we limited to six options, 3 calls and 3 puts.

The Option Sell screen allows you to

	
	· select a symbol of the option to sell

· specify an amount options to sell

· calculate the gross amount of the sale, and

· sell the options.
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	Columns/Fields/Buttons
	Description

	Sym
	Symbols of the stock.

	Price
	Current price of the option.

	OAI
	Out/At/In.  These are the types of options you can sell.

	Qty
	The amount of the option you own.

	(Symbol
	Tap to select the symbol for the options you wish to sell

	……
	Enter the amount of option to sell.  According to the market, you must sell options in lots of 100.

	(C) 
	Tap to calculate the amount of the sale before you sell.

	Buy it!
	Once you tap the Sell it! button, you’ll be asked to confirm your sale.  

After the confirmation the application will sell your options and change your available cash balance.


Chart

	Chart Screen
	The Chart screen is where you can track a stocks performance.  The chart shows the last 30 days – not including the immediately previous day.
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	Columns/Fields/Buttons
	Description

	$nn
	At the top left of the screen is the high end of the range for the past (fictitious) year.

	$nn
	At the bottom left of the screen is the low end of the range for the past (fictitious) year.

	(Symbol
	Tap to select the symbol of the stock you would like to see the chart for.


Inquiry

	Inquiry Screen
	The Inquiry screen displays a number of critical pieces of data about a specific stock.  Use this screen as part of your “research” before a purchase or sale. 
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	Columns/Fields/Buttons
	Description

	Symbol
	Symbols of the stock.

	Type
	B = Blue Chip, T=Tech

	Bought At
	The price you last bought this stock at.

	Price
	Current price.

	Move
	How much the stock moved since yesterday.

	Qty
	How many shares of the stock you own.

	Value
	The value of the number of shares you own at the current price.

	Yest. close
	Yesterday’s closing price.

	Y-High
	The stocks highest number for the past year.

	Y-Low
	The stocks lowest number for the past year.

	Profit/Loss
	

	Last Dividend
	The amount of the last dividend declared.  This is used to calculate how much money you get when dividends are declared every 10 days.

	(Symbol
	Tap to select the symbol for the stock you’d like to see the research on.


Events

	Events Information
	Events are what happen on a periodic basis throughout the game. These are the items that make the game a bit fun, and where we attempt to make it a bit like real life – but also provide enough action to make winning the game possible too.  Events include



	
	· stock split announcements

· stock split declarations

· options expiration warnings

· dividends declarations

· interest payments and penalties, and

· special event notifications.
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	Events
	Description

	Stock split announcements
	When a stocks value reaches a certain level, $tockTrader announces a stock split.  There are 10 days till the stock splits – notification is kept on the Big Board in the DTS column.

	Stock split declarations
	$tockTrader announces the day of the split.

	Options expiration warnings
	Options expiration warnings start 4 days before the end of the month.  These are important if you’re playing options – remember options loose the time portion of their value quickly near expiration.

	Dividends declarations
	Every ten days dividends are declared on stock that you own.

	Interest payments and penalties
	Every eight days interest is calculated on your cash.  If you have a positive balance you gain 5% interest.  If you have a negative balance 20% penalty is calculated and added to your charge.

	Special event notifications
	Special events take place every 14 days (of course, you’ll have to figure out when they start…).  These events are life events, bonuses, school payments and more.  Just to make the game more like real life.


Instructions

	Instructions Screen
	The Instructions screen provides a very few cryptic instructions on the game.  And they are true! 
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Buttons

	Buttons Screen
	The Buttons screen is a description of the buttons at the top of every screen.
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	Button Descriptions
	Description

	BB
	Big Board.  The main training screen.

	T
	Trading day processing.  Tapping “T” starts the days processing. Values are calculated, history tracked and events generated.

	B
	Buy stocks.

	S
	Sell stocks.

	O
	Options.  Tapping “O” generates a dialog box that asks you to select options selling or buying.

	C
	Chart screen.

	I
	Inquiry screen.  Check your research before you buy.


Stock Glossary

	Stock Glossary Screen
	The Stock Glossary screens contain definitions of several stock trading terms that you need a basic understanding of to play the game.
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	Term
	Description

	Stock Split
	You get 2 shares of each share owned previously.

	Dividend
	Money voted to the shareholders for each share of the stock they own.

	DTS
	This shows only on the Big Board.  It is the indicator for days until the stock splits.

	OAI
	In options screens.  It means Out/At/In – the types of the options.

	Out of the money
	An at the money option moves at a .3 delta, or 30 cents for each dollar the stock moves.

	At the money
	An at the money option moves at a .5 delta, or 50 cents for each dollar the stock moves.

	In the money
	An in the money option moves at a .7 delta, or 70 cents for each dollar the stock moves.

	cOut, cAt, cIn
	Call options

	pOut, pAt, pIn
	Put options.


Stock Strategies

	Stock Strategies Screen
	The Stock Strategies screen provides a few cryptic tips – but we thought you might like them anyway. 



	
	· Buy low, sell high.

· Know your strategy.  You should know your entrance and exit when buying a stock or an option.

· Know when you want to get in on an option play.  I recommend before a stock split when possible.

· You only need to own stock on a dividend day to get cash.
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Register

	Register Screen
	The Register screen is where you enter the code provided from GlobalSync to remove the 30-day limitation.
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	Columns/Fields/Buttons
	Description

	Register
	After you’ve entered your user name and registration code, tap the Register button.  You’ll be off and trading forever!

	Not now
	Just in case you aren’t ready to register (that is – purchase and get a registration code) you can tap this button and continue on your way – provided you’re still in the 30 day window of course (


